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POLISH EFFORTS TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTTON
BY ATD TO INDIVIDUAL PEASANT FARMERS

" [The following report contains selected passages from an article
by M. Jagielski and J. Resinski in Nowe Dro :1, the theoretieal and ro-
litical organ of the KC PZPR (Central Conmittee of the United Polish
Workers Party). The srticle gives some informotion on the comparative
Production of cooperatives and individugl ‘arms. It eriticizes fail-
ures to give more attention to t:e individual farmer. Tt further
stresses the need for inereased aid to individual peasant farms and
suggests ways off carrying out this aid. The article points up the i
Polish government's revised econonic policies on agriculture with re- :
gard to the individual L‘ul‘mer;;f

| It is imperative that Poland speed up agricultural production which up to
g now has lagzed far behind industrial development. In the struggle to speed up . \
production, we must keep in mind that the individual peasanti farmer 5111l domi- i
nates the situation > eince more than 20 bercent of Polund's farmlands are still
in the hands of individugl peasant formers., We must zive the individusl farmer
political, financial, technical, and scientific assistance s0 he may fully uti-
lize his production capabilities. We must not eudun Jer sceizlist development or )
weaken the worker-peasant alliance by prermitting the dispreportion betveen agri- ' .
culturel and industrizl production to be Frolensed.
e the wur In 1952, per canita produc -
Jiwover, industry has absorbed .
increasing the derand for food and i -

Agricultural production hog ris: si
tion was one third higher than before the .
about 2.5 million people from rural’arenc, “hus
rav materials.

The struggle for increased farm production ties in very closely with the strvg-
gle for the socialist tr.insformation =1 the villase on the basis of producers coon-
eratives. Only producers cooperatives can solve the problem of achieving agricul-
tural production commensurate with socinlist industriel production, and edequate for
the groving demand for food and industrial row materials,
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N Comparisons of increases in ber hectare yields ot preducers cooperatives
and individual peasant farms are given below:

Cooperatives Individual Peasant Farmg

1950 1951 1952 1200 1951 1852

Four chief graing 100 100.8 116.0 100 16¢ 103.2

’ Wheat 100 108.5 122.3 100 96.7  10k.1

0f the 8,070 vroduce:-s cooperatives in Poland on 1 Auzust 1953, 3,190 were
formed in 1953, indicating a great change in the attitude of the reasants toward
producers eooperatives.

The major responsibility for inerecsing foym rrofuction {ulls on the POR
(Panstwove Gospedarstwe Rolne, State Fums). Besides curplying the national econ-
. omy with meat, grain s milk, and raw materials, they must Supply the peasant farms
and producers cooperatives with sclected ceed ong brecding stock.

In 1950 - 1952, PGR increosed their sreduction of cermedity prains about 31
percent, suzar beets b3 percent, and cattle 113.7 sercent, while the over-all pro-
duetion increase in all of azriculture for the serie peried sas 15 percent for
grain, 5 percent for suzar beets, and 1% percent for cattle. However, not all

: PGR fams fMully exmploited thoir co cbilities Jor increacing yroduction, as ovi-
denced by the average of many FGR {oims.  About 700 larms hag o per hectars yield
of 25 quintals [s-ic in the four ol ‘ef grains, or 80 percent sbove the over-all
average for the socialited scetor S more than 500 farms had o rotato erép. 80 per-
cent higher than the over-alil PGR averase, and 200 larmg bBol oo suzar beet yield
exceeding 400 quintals per hoctave, .

The laxity and disinterest of the administrstions orf resional, sroup, and
individual state Tarme, and the Party's nezleet ol political voril among the farm
vorkers, are responsible Tor the criminal oo [N
tion reserves in o 7 ortate turme.
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The increasing use of some inportant farm machines 1g shown in the following
table (in thousand pieces):

1951 1952 1953 (plan)
‘ Tractors (15-hp units) 31.8 38.8 Ls.7
Grain drills (1.5 and 3 meter) 6.5 8.0 11.2
Potato planters and potato dig.ers 6.5 7.9 0.2

The agricultural machine and equipment factory in Staroleka is under construc-
tion and will soon be activated. The first horse- and tractor-orerated binders
vere produced in 1953. The Ursus rlant, now being cxranded, will rroduce combine
engines, a mew type wheel tractor, and a caterrillar tractor, which will be more
effective and more adaptable to Polish soils than the first Ursus.

In 1953, we shall be able to suprly agriculture with about 612,000 machines
end tools, 6,800 ‘ractors, and 3,000 statiorary elcctric motors and combustion
. engines.

' However, we must remember that quality and assortment are Jjust as important
as quantity. To date » industry and 2arty organizations in machine and equipment
factories have shown almost no interest and taken no responsibility in this vrob-
lem. Grain drill frames are rocerly constructed and bend and break casily; the
grain drills become loose ard 5711l the grain: wheels and gears of sowing equip-
ment break easily; wood frames of threshing machines are of Door material and
badly made, and stecl rarts are still vorse. The consurers are exasperated and
are losing confidence in domestic production.

Industry has almost entirely disregarded the vroduction of small labor-sav-
ing tools, which are so important if farm production is to be increased. Indus-
try must inerease production of equirment such as simyle surar-beet diggers, drills
for sowing and for distributing fertilizer, ete. Ur to now, the linistry of Agri-
culture and the people's councils have shown very little interest in the peasants?
need for these tools, and have been responsible Tor the lack of these tools.

The Ministry of Agriculture should kave hotter eentrol over the quality of
production in factories and demand irmediate correction of yroduction defects.

The GOM (Gminne Osrodki Maszynowe, Gmina Iachine Centers) will continue +o
be the chief form of state assistance to small and medium reasants for some time
to come; but to achieve increased croz yields, tin reole's councils must sce
that the machines are fully utilized in the individval jemsant forus.

It is apparent from this Year's harvest cerpaicgn that the reorle's couneils,
committees, and party orgarizations are not Tully avare of tre importance of the
GOM in the struggle for increased rroduction of individual Leasant farms. Also,
since the GOM is subordinate to the PQ (Panstwowe Osrodici Maszynowe, State Ma-
chine Centers), the managements of the PG are also at fault.

Although GOM develorment has improved as a rosult of Tlacing it under PG
control, a dangerous lack of apireeciation and disinuerest has recently develored.
The party committees and orzsanizations,  aclpta councils, and POM xanzrements
apparently have 10 further inimyanst in GOI's rolo in the cconomic and 1olitical
life of' the village and in contimuing GO assistanes o thy 3 ndividual neasant
farmer.

At Lresent, the party and the goverm.ent arc inereasing their efforts +to rive
effective assistance to the individual yeasant Tarmer; therefore, the importance
of GO's role is inereasing. The reorle's couneils, the jarty or;inizaticns, and
the PA! must hely the GO o exrand its vork on small- and mediun-seasant Tams.

Various data arc availesble on methods for increasing the wroductive ability
of the GOM and on vays to suprly the smnll Zuer sr with the toels he needs i more
important, hovever, is areater intor-gt by the Doopla's caunedls ed the »rorer
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ministries in satisfyingz these nceds and in inereasing production of these items.
Service trades in the villages nmust also be improved; 2 cormon-sense policy should
be established. A reasant should not have to trave_ 10 kilometers to have his
horse shad, plowshares harmered, or vwheels repaired.

Increased fertilization has improved crop produciicn. The use of fertilizer
per hectare has quadrupled since the war. The groving demand - fertilizer ex-
N - ceeds production although production has alrecdy increcsed several tion over pre-
) vwar production. The government is erpanding its chemical industry, increzsing
domestic production of potassium fertilizer » end increcsing imports from the Ger-
man Democratic Republic.

From the very beginning, the govermment has niven much time and money to the
problem of drainage and irrigetion, which is so irportant in forage production
and without which ve cannot bring livestock preduction to the desired level. To
191&9, mz2jor improvements had been made cn 342,000 hectores and minor improvements
on 616,000 hectares. About 2,900 kilometers of flood cmbanlments, destroyed by
ver operations, vere rebuilt =nd 5,000 kilometers repaired. lMore than 9,000 kilo-
meters of river rejuleting facilities were repaired. The Zulawy Gdanskie area,
which had been completely flooded by the Germans, was drained, In 1953, new
drainage facilities will be completed and existing facilities repaired over an
area of about 200,000 hectares of pastures and meadows, and 58,000 hectz.es of
arable lands will be improved. In 1954, large arcas will be created for use os

4 forage bases in many wojewodziwes. From 1945 to 1953, the govermment spc 1t aroit
1.85 biliion zlotys for lond improvement and has allocated 740 million zlotys
for 195%. This should be an incentive for the pecple's councils in order o mein-
tain existing facilitles and to see that the peasznt farmers meke full use of
the meadows already drained.

To assure continued development of [orm preduction, the foims must be sup-
plied with construction material for building cr repairing farm buildings and
storage racilities. Mthough deliveries of bricks, cement, lime, ete.,.have ine

4 . creased every year, cnd deliveries of lumber in 1952 - 1053 doubled as cempared
: with previous years > it is otill not enowsi. e purty wnd the state tust 1obi-
lize all industrisl reserves to supply the villazes more adequately.

We must see that the construetion matericls
machinery fully carry out the state plon T osu
the plan vas not carried out beczuse the PGS cary
zielni, Powiat Administrotion o Grina Coomerztives) 1id ast
to the proper distribution centers on tine.

infustry .nd the distibution
‘g the villoce.  In 1652,

Ala Il d CGriinnych Spold-

subLilt the orders

—

The presidiums of the powist veople's councils ghould siaplify the purchag-
ing procedure and eliminate red tape in surclying the indivicual, pensont farmer
with lumber. Up to now » the apportioning of ‘umber has been very complicated

o and very of'ten the peasant preferred to do without the lumber rather than go
through the red tape.

To show its solicitude Tor the indivic:
possed a resolution on 27 July 1953 redueing
farms which had not been sad2quanely dovedcned.
oved as of 1 Januar:- L1953 com be cinceled o

ad FOD _’Tlmu

Lonerdiad af %

tn te aoo thod
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It is the respongivility o j

tex evaders, and persons vho pursosel <o the 1esc-

e do

lution. Party vigilance is mosxt recessery bec ase hostile elo ooond kulcke -
will cite the resolution in trying to cvade tares. To be ai'f z, the resolu-
tion must be explained and the peasents must be dinduces to Iré othoess

Tinzneial responsibilities on tine.
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There are great reserves to be activated in the millions of peasant farms. i
For instance, most peasants still employ manual sowing and use poor quality seed. i
Only a small Percentage use modern methods; manure is stored improperly with
great waste of plant food equal to wasting thousands of tons of grain, root crops,
and fodder.

" There are also large unexplored reserves in livestock production. Only a
small percentage of beasants use feeding norms and other modern methods so suc-
cessfully used by PGR and producers cooperatives. Many peasant farmers do not
produce enough fodder, disregard sanitation in farm buildings , and take no pre-
ventive measures against animal diseases.

The people's councils in the field must activate these reserves, they must
eliminate obsolete customs hampering production increases, and they must effect
an improvement in the general level of ogricultural production. Up to Low, the
farm service of the people's councils limited its vwork only to dissrzminating
rational rrinciples, Instead of organizing the peasant masses and putting the
Principles.in pract: ce, it merely issued bureaucratic directions through circu«

I lars and orders. :

Without personal contact the peasants cannot bve organized to profit from
modern scientific methods. Experts in the field must be in daily contact with
the leading workers and through them inf_uence the millions of -individual Peas-

~ ant farmers. Lo

The.people's councils must have more effective assistance from scientific
and experimental institutes. Every scientific and experimental institute should )
be a center for organizing the agricultural hinterland within the field of their i
specialization. It is apparent that the experimental institutes in Pulawy, Gor- !
20w, Zdanov, and others have done very little to increase the scientific level
of agriculture of the neighboring individual peasant ferms. Only a few experi-
mental institutes such as those in Stare Pole, Koludz Wiclka, and Grodziec Slaski
% can shov achievemepts as centers for promoting advanced methods of agricnlture.

The daily task of ZSCh (zwiazek Samopornocy Chlopskiej, Union of Peasant Selfr-
Help) should be to organize the working peasants to increase production. Recently,
the work of the ZSCh in the rural 2reas was grossly misdirceted. The entire em-
phasis was placed on organizing producers cocperatives. Instead of organizipg
the millions of small and medium peasants to inercase their farm production, the
Z5Ch limited its work ‘o the narrov sphere of the villare.

Tne brunt of this tack falls to the PGR and the producers cooperatives,
There are about 6,000 FGR scattered unevenly throughout the country and. one pro-
ducers cooperative for every fifth village. These organizations depend on the
390 leading state machine centers Tor technical assistance. Therefore , the large
soclalized farm should have great influence on the small individual farm. The
experience of cooperative economy should be made available on a larger scale to
the individual peasant faym. The farmers should benefit from advanced methods
of ewltivation and livestock care ; they should reccive selected seed in exchange
for poor quality seed ; and they should be able 4o rent machines and equipment
and reccive proper technical advies.

To get the fullesy benefit fram the 2ccistonce of the state, party commit-
tees and organizations must see thet each @aina, powiat, and vojewodzto council
works out a concrete plan of methods, ins Lructions, and tesks thet will raise
the production level of individual peasant farms. ' '

In its politieal work among small- and r:iedim-peasant farms, the party must
. assist the people's councils in populerizing the plan ond must systematically
: check on its progress. Party committees must show more interest in the individg-
’ ual peasant farms in their areas ; 2nd they must familiarize themselves with the
capabilities and needs of these farms to give them more effective political
direction.
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Up to now, the connection between the struggle for increcsed sroduction of
individuzl peasant farms ang the trensformation of the village on the basis of
producers cooperatives hag not been adequitely understood or appreciated. It
vas thought that the cconomic and soeial assistance to the small S hiapered
the party's work in persuading the lurmer of the cuperiority ef the nreducers
cooperantives.

There camnot be, nor is therce » ony contradiction between thie fiie o to
inerecse production sng raise the agricultwral level of the Indiivicw:l pes of
Tferms end the tosk of building prodnecers ceeperatives in the vis Procucars
cooperatives must be developed thrcugh the yeors but this cevelemerts pust be
bused on the good vill of the Deonle. There mist be 2 sirmih necus effors o
inerease production of the indivigv.) pensant forms by fully whbilies
able reserves of these forms,
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